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more effective than an entrance from the Southport road" in this quarter.'
4 Certainly, Lady Annabel, certainly we must build a lodge. Do not you think so, Venetia ?'
* Indeed I think it would be a great improvement,' replied Yenetia; * but you must take care to have a lodge in character with the abbey.'
* You shall make a drawing for it,' said Lord Cadurcis ; 'it shall be built directly, and it shall be called Venetia Lodge.'
The hours flew away, loitering in the park, roaming in the woods. They met Mistress Pauncefort and her friends loaded with plunder, and they offered to Venetia a trophy of their success; but when Venetia, merely to please their kind hearts, accepted their tribute with cordiality, and declared there was nothing she liked better, Lord Cadurcis would not be satisfied unless he immediately commenced nutting, and each moment he bore to Venetia the produce of his sport, till in time she could scarcely sustain the rich and increasing burden. At length they bent their steps towards home, sufficiently wearied to look forward with welcome to rest and their repast, yet not fatigued, and exhilarated by the atmosphere, for the sun was now in its decline, though in this favoured season there were yet hours enough remaining of enchanting light.
In the refectory they found, to the surprise of all but their host, a banquet. It was just one of those occasions when nothing is expected and everything is welcome and surprising; when, from the unpremeditated air generally assumed, all preparation startles and pleases ; when even' ladies are not ashamed to eat, and formality appears quite banished. Game of all kinds, teal from the lake, and piles of beautiful fruit, made the table alike tempting and picturesque. Then there were stray bottles of rare wir.e disinterred from venerable cellars ; and, more inspiriting even1 than the choice wine, a host under the influence of every emotion, and swayed by every circumstance that can make